
OLPH Parish Pastoral Council 
Meeting Minutes   

September 16, 2019 

PPC members present:  

PPC Mission:  OLPH is a family of believers in Christ who strive to live according to his 
teachings.  We take as our mission in the world the living out of the Gospel of Jesus. 

Opening Prayer offered by Steve Schmidt   

Lisa Salemi presented the August 2019 minutes to the members of the PPC.  Cindy Moody 
suggested changes to the Ministry Liaison section regarding upcoming presentations.  No further 
adjustments or edits were needed and Susan Logan made a motion to approve the minutes as 
revised and the motion was seconded by Mike Wycklendt and approved by all attending PPC 
members.  

Communication Efforts at OLPH      
Maria Grable introduced Terry Luc, Director of Communications, to educate the PPC on the 
larger projects he has dedicated time to over the past few months.  Mr. Luc shared that he has 
primarily been focusing on two things (1) the continual improvement of parish mass 
communications and (2) the availability to live-stream parish events, including funerals, 
weddings, and weekend masses.  First, Mr. Luc informed the PPC of the success of the Monday 
morning mass electronic email (e-blast), which all parishioners receive and includes a podcast of 
the weekend’s Homily.  Mr. Luc stated that compared to the Friday e-blast sharing the week’s 
bulletin, the Monday morning e-blast has had a higher parishioner review rate.  Mr. Luc was also 
encouraged by the amount of parishioners not only opening the e-blast but also listening to the 
Homily.     

Second, Mr. Luc discussed the parish’s desire for live-streamed events and how the Centennial 
celebration offered a unique opportunity to partner with the Centennial committee to test and 
launch the parish’s live-stream capabilities.  Mr. Luc was pleasantly surprised with the live-
stream quality and was informed by Father Boland and parishioners that the Centennial mass was 
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viewed across the United States and internationally.  Mr. Luc emphasized that live-stream 
capabilities would continue to provide the parish with non-geographic specific exposure and help 
immensely with engagement efforts.  While Mr. Luc hopes that the parish will be able to live-
stream weekly masses soon, more equipment and volunteers are needed as a multi-camera 
operation would be ideal.   

Lastly, Mr. Luc shared that he is experimenting with an outreach effort to individuals that have 
recently relocated to the Glenview area.  Shortly after moving, individuals receive an OLPH 
postcard that provides information about the parish including the weekly mass schedule.  
Additionally, the postcard serves as a coupon for a free cup of coffee at the Glenview Grind if the 
individual returns the postcard to the parish office.  Ideally, when the postcard is returned to the 
parish office the individual would receive a personalized tour of the parish campus and specific 
information about ministries that may be of interest to him/her. An example of the postcard was 
circulated for the PPC to review. Mike Wycklendt inquired about the geographic boundaries for 
the mailing and Father Boland shared that it’s a little over a one mile radius from the church.  
Because this outreach effort is relatively new, Mr. Luc committed to following up with the PPC 
on the progress of it at a future meeting.      

Before Mr. Luc exited the meeting, Father Boland applauded his work on the Centennial 
historical booklet, specifically the graphic design and Centennial branding.  Father Boland stated 
that parishioners have found Mr. Luc very responsive and keen on collaborating with them to 
craft the appropriate message and find the correct medium to disseminate information and events 
to the parish community.   

Update on the Block Party  
Mike Wycklendt and Steve Schmidt shared that the event was well attended and parishioners 
stayed longer than they have in previous years.  Father Boland was pleased to see the multi-
generational attendance and stated that the crowed was the largest the parish has seen recently for 
the outdoor mass.  Father Boland praised the Men’s Club for their efforts at this annual event. 

Update on the Centennial Mass 
Father Boland shared that the Centennial mass was exceptionally orchestrated from the liturgy to 
the music and expressed his gratitude for the Centennial committee. Following the mass, there 
was a reception in the Playdium, which was well attended, and parishioners had the opportunity 
to meet Cardinal Cupich.  Father Boland shared that initially 3,000 copies of the parish historical 
booklet were printed; however, there are only a few left.  Because of the demand, the parish is 
stocking more to have on hand throughout the Centennial year.  Father Boland shared that 
parishioner Rob Orr is finalizing the second video installment detailing the parish’s history.  
Father Boland expressed his gratitude for the maintenance committee’s hard work and diligence 
throughout the Centennial celebration to ensure that the event was a success.   

     



PPC Summit  
Maria Grable gave a summary of the Summit subcommittee meeting last week.  Ms. Grable 
shared that she and Tim Daniels are going to meet with Lowell Wallace to discuss how to segue 
from the historical videos to participant engagement.  Additionally, Ms. Grable shared that the 
agenda would include a presentation from Bob Hicks on the Centennial followed by presentation 
and active discussion with Father Kartje about how to sustain ministry engagement and energize 
parishioners.  Ms. Grable stated that the agenda allows for guided reflection time after each 
speaker.  Tom O’Brien asked whether the Summit would be live-streamed or recorded.  Ms. 
Grable said she would reach out to Rob Orr regarding recording the event.   

Update from Pastor  
Coming off the Centennial celebration last week, Father Boland shared that he has been 
reflecting about the future of the parish and has appreciated how the knowledge of one’s past is 
an important underpinning in planning for the future.  He believes the Summit will provide an 
excellent opportunity for the ministry leadership to think strategically on how to invest in the 
parish so that more parishioners can have the formative experiences the ministry community has 
to offer.   

Father Boland shared that the religious education program was launched last week with 
approximately 900 children registered.  He shared how instrumental the RE Board, Sarah 
DiCesare and Father Barrett have been in ensuring the smooth start to the program year. 

Father Boland reminded the PPC of the parish’s role as a teaching parish for seminarians.  He 
shared that this year we are honored to have two seminarians in their third year of their program.  
This weekend the seminarians will be speaking at the mass so that parishioners have an 
opportunity to meet them.   

Additionally, this weekend the parish will have a second collection in an attempt to close the gap 
between the parish’s annual budget and collections to date.    

Finally, Father Boland expressed his satisfaction with the safety management of the Block party 
mass and Centennial celebration.  The parish elected to have police presence due to the 
anticipated larger crowd and Cardinal Cupich’s attendance.  Father Boland discussed that the 
emergency response management committee is still working out the details of a “Safety Sunday” 
and how to share information about the safety plan to the larger parish community.    

Finance Council Update  
Tom Monticello, as the finance committee liaison, offered a brief summary of his observations at 
the finance committee over the past year.  He provided an overview to the new members on what 
the finance committee typically reviews during its monthly meetings.  Mr. Monticello 
highlighted the internal controls in place to ensure the wise management of the finances, 
including making the appropriate investments and engaging the archdiocese when appropriate 
for guidance.  Mr. Monticello offered to provide additional summaries throughout the year.   



Goal Setting for 2019-2010 
Maria Grable provided a recap of the PPC service project ideas for the Centennial year.  Tim 
Daniels shared that during the Centennial mass Cardinal Cupich focused on the importance of 
bringing others to serve others and how that resonates with the service project ideas the PPC 
discussed at the last meeting.  Ms. Grable suggested that the PPC discuss the Centennial service 
project in more detail after the Summit in November.   

Ms. Grable also shared that the parish councils within OLPH’s Renew My Parish subgrouping 
have agreed to meet in January 2020.  Ms. Grable also noted that she invited the individuals from 
the councils to attend OLPH’s Annual Summit.  

Closing Blessing offered by Susan Logan   
     


