
OLPH Parish Pastoral Council 
Meeting Minutes   
October 21, 2019 

PPC members present:  

PPC Mission:  OLPH is a family of believers in Christ who strive to live according to his teach-
ings.  We take as our mission in the world the living out of the Gospel of Jesus. 

Opening Prayer offered by Laura Flentye   
Maria Grable presented the September 2019 minutes to the members of the PPC.  Bob Pirsein 
made a motion to approve the minutes and the motion was seconded by Tom Monticello and ap-
proved by all attending PPC members.  

Youth Ministry Update     
Maria Grable introduced Randy McGraw, Youth Ministry Leader, to provide the PPC with an 
update on his Youth Ministry efforts over the past few months.  Randy shared that, despite recent 
challenges having more youth come to the block party, he reviewed photos of the program and 
realized how many kids have participated in our youth ministry program, estimating at least 100-
200 kids have been involved in some form.   

Randy recapped recent youth program events: 

• He noted one event that went especially well this summer was the NPH immersion trip to the 
Dominican Republic. Twelve youth attended, representing, among others, Loyola Academy, 
New Trier, and Notre Dame.  

• The youth program also held a successful bowling event for 8th graders.  High schoolers 
helped lead the event.   

• In September, Randy mailed a letter to 8th and 9th graders in both the school and religious ed-
ucation programs.  In the mailing, he included an activity brochure and received positive 
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feedback.  He also set up a youth ministry board in the church vestibule and received positive 
feedback. 

• Randy reported that September was generally a rainout month.  Mass on the beach was 
rained out two Sundays in a row. Kids had been excited to participate and were disappointed 
it was canceled.   Following that, the next youth event was the Brown Bag Sundays (10/28 
and 10/29) and it rained on both dates.  In lieu, the group made 65 bags on a Saturday night 
and then made another 500 bags prior 12:15pm mass.  Several teens helped set up, create the 
bags, and clean up.   

• Also new to the program this year, Seminarian Jesse will work with the youth ministry pro-
gram.  Additionally, Randy has been substituting for religious education classes frequently to 
get to know the students better. 

• As in prior years, Randy set up a youth ministry whiteboard at the OLPH Fun Run.  This 
year, he was pleasantly surprised that several kids approached him about the program. 

• A new event this year was a 6th grade mini-retreat planned for October 6th.  Randy communi-
cated this event through a mailed letter and by meeting in advance with 6th graders in the 
school and RE program.   He invited 8th graders and high schoolers to help.  However, unfor-
tunately, no 6th graders attended the event. 

• On a more successful note, he invited the 8th graders for pizza in McDonnell Hall after their 
Sunday night Commitment Ceremony and about 150-160 joined him in McDonnell Hall. 
Randy also had two 8th graders, four 7th graders, and one 6th grader join him at the Holy Fire 
event recently and 3 teens joined Randy to volunteer at OLPH’s Trunk or Treat.   

• He is having mixed success with his advisory boards.  Only one adult attended the adult ad-
visory meeting in August; however, the teen advisory board had good attendance that same 
month. 

• Randy has been encouraging teens to signed up for Geof Lutz’s prayer group and many have 
really liked it.   

• He also continues to discuss additional interactions with St. Norbert’s and St. Catherine’s 
youth groups.  The OLPH youth group may attend a January retreat at one of those parishes 
and attempt to roll it out to OLPH.   

Ministry of Engagement Update  
An update was provided on the Engagement Committee.  As part of the Centennial Celebration, 
the Engagement Committee will be sending 100 Thanksgiving cards to homebound parishioners 
and nursing home people.  The Committee will also conduct the OLPH 101 program again on 
Saturday mornings starting in January.  A note will be sent to new parishioners welcoming them 
and encouraging them to keep an eye out for OLPH 101 as a great way to learn about the church.  
The council discussed that attendance at OLPH 101 has decreased slightly.   Tom O’Brien asked 
if they would consider videotaping it and posting it on the website.  

The Engagement Committee is also inviting ministries to work together on service projects and 
recently discussed ways to reach older people who may feel cut off from the community.   En-
gagement will oversee service projects during Lent similar to last year.  Additionally, the Com-
mittee is planning a Fireside Chat in Hickey Hall and will invite long-time parishioners to talk 



about their memories.  The Engagement Committee has about 10-12 people and is always look-
ing for new people.   

Finance Council Update  
Tom Monticello, as the finance committee liaison, offered a summary of the September 30th fi-
nance meeting.   Regarding school finances, Tom reported that the presentation by Amy Mills 
was very good.   He said the school budget appears reasonable though enrollment is down about 
a dozen kids.  He stated that Jim Dollard presented a financial updated noting that collections 
were down for the months of July and August by about 6.5%; but that the recent “catch-up” col-
lections were successful in bridging the gap.   Additionally, much support continues to be going 
towards the Needy Family Fund as those donations have remained steady.  Tom said the Finance 
Council met with a representative from GiveCentral to give the Council more direction on where 
they are headed with the program.   

PPC Summit  
Maria Grable gave a summary of the Summit subcommittee meeting and discussed the agenda 
and the responsibilities of the PPC members throughout the morning the Summit.  Lowell Wal-
lace will share the history of OLPH and how the church came to fruition.   Rob Orr will share his 
videos and the summit may include small group breakouts. Fr. Kartje is expected to talk about 
the parish of the future.  Father Boland said there may be an interesting discussion on how the 
church will be in 100 years (e.g., how it will thrive, how it will sustain, what our childrens’ expe-
rience of mass will be, etc.)   He encouraged us not be afraid of the future or of change.  Tom 
O’Brien talked about reading “A more beautiful question” and the beauty was in pondering the 
question: What would the possibilities be if you weren’t afraid of the future?   Tom Monticello 
said there will be change with or without us and the idea is to get in front of it.  The Summit will 
conclude with a discussion of events and programs throughout Centennial Year.   

Update from Pastor  
Father Boland provided his update.  He shared that one of the difficulties that happened recently 
was the death of Cherie DiCesare who headed the religious education program at OLPH.  Dr. Lu 
will hold a session on grieving for the catechists and the staff in the next couple of weeks.   In 
terms of the future of religious education, we will observe a month of bereavement.  The reli-
gious education board believes we may begin a search for a new director in the new year.  The 
religious education board and Sara DiCesare have stepped up and launched religious education 
this year with no issues or disruption.    

Father Boland continued his update by recapping many great parish events in the fall that were 
energizing, including the Fun Run, the women’s weekend for CRHP, and the homecoming cele-
brations for all the schools.  He said it’s been a great period of seeing a parish in action with its 
energy and passion.  He also enjoyed Blocktoberfest and how it brought all sorts of people in 
community together.  He said this is similar to Trunk or Treat, which is open to all kids.   



Father Boland reported that we are moving along in the current phase of capital campaign.  There 
is hope that by mid-December the four rooms on the 3rd floor will have been renovated.   After 
that project is completed, he will discuss the next phase with the Finance Council and Building 
Grounds Committee. He is encouraged by all that has been accomplished already. 

He continued with his update stating that late October and early November is the annual time for 
focusing on stewardship.  The Annual Report is in the mail to every parishioner.  He has wit-
nessed many great sacrifices of parishioners trying to give resources that our ministries need. 

Father Boland said that during the first weekend of November, he will be speaking at masses 
with a reflection on stewardship and, in the second week, lay people will talk about stewardship 
and their own lives.   

He gave an updated on upcoming events. On November 1st, Sr. Paulanne will be honored by 
Loyola Academy.  November 2nd is the annual bereavement mass bringing together all families 
that have lost someone.  Father Boland said that the bereavement ministers at OLPH are wonder-
ful in helping to celebrate legacy of loved one at funeral. 

The GiveCentral technology is intended to significantly increase parishioners giving via online 
methods, but we haven’t been fully successful yet with this at OLPH.  In particular, the younger 
parishioners aren’t as active in writing checks and carrying cash and traditional fundraising ap-
proaches may need to be rethought.  

Father Boland discussed the Tax Credit Scholarship Program in the State of Illinois, which al-
lows people to designate some of their tax dollars to private schools.  This will be discussed at 
next Finance Council Meeting.  Mike asked if we could designate money to our sharing parishes 
too and Father Boland answered that yes we can.   

The Men’s Club is investigating the possibility of Queen of Hearts Raffle, though considerable 
controls are required for this type of effort. 

Goal Setting for 2019-2010 
Maria Grable provided a recap of the PPC service project ideas for the Centennial year.  
Ms. Grable also shared that the parish councils within OLPH’s Renew My Parish subgrouping 
have agreed to meet on January 11, 2020.  

Closing Blessing offered by Cindy Moody.   
    


