
OLPH Parish Pastoral Council 
Meeting Minutes   
August 26, 2019 

PPC members present:  

PPC Mission:  OLPH is a family of believers in Christ who strive to live according to his teach-
ings.  We take as our mission in the world the living out of the Gospel of Jesus. 

Opening Prayer offered by Tom Monticello   

Lisa Salemi presented the July 2019 minutes to the members of the PPC.  No adjustments or ed-
its were needed and Bob Pirsein made a motion to approve the minutes as presented and the mo-
tion was seconded by Cindy Moody and approved by all attending PPC members.  

Centennial Celebration Update     
Maria Grable introduced Julie Ruchniewicz, a participant on the parish’s Centennial Committee, 
to discuss the details of the Centennial Celebration.  Ms. Ruchniewicz shared that the celebration 
is a year long campaign and begins with the kickoff mass on September 14th with Cardinal Cu-
pich residing and will carry forward into September 2020 concluding with the Block Party mass.   

Additionally, Ms. Ruchniewicz shared the celebration’s theme of 100 years in Celebration of 
Grace and Gratitude and the Celebration committee’s challenge to the ministries to do something 
related to the 100th anniversary. The committee’s overarching goal with the Centennial challenge 
is to engage parishioners, increase ministry awareness and have parish-wide participation.   Ms. 
Ruchniewicz gave some examples of what various ministries have chosen as their Centennial 
challenge. These challenges will be publicized in the bulletin throughout the year, which will 
provide great insight into the various ministries for parishioners who want to learn more.   

Finally, Ms. Ruchniewicz provided an overview of the celebratory event that will follow the 
mass in the Playdium.   
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PPC Summit 
Ms. Grable shared that the PPC Summit subcommittee met earlier in the month to discuss how to 
incorporate the Centennial Celebration into the Summit’s theme and potential speakers for the 
Summit. Father Boland offered some names of individuals who could speak about the history 
and the future of the parish.  John Nicolau notified the PPC that a new video clip highlighting the 
parish’s history will be released to the parish and suggested that someone from the Centennial 
Celebration committee speak at the Summit as well to offer a testimonial about their experiences 
at the parish.  Laura Flentye agreed that personal experiences and stories often have the most im-
pact; particularly, if they are multi-generational.    

Ms. Grable proposed that the PPC Summit subcommittee meet after the meeting to schedule a 
date for another subcommittee meeting to finalize the details of the Summit agenda, speakers, 
and PPC roles.      

Ministry Liaisons      
Ms. Grable solicited feedback on how ministry outreach was progressing and asked for ideas on 
how to continue to spotlight the ministries. After a brief discussion, the PPC reached a consensus 
to highlight one ministry each month out of the ministry subgroupings and have the ministry li-
aisons report out about that ministry to the PPC.  For September, in addition to inviting Terry 
Luc to the meeting, Tim Daniels offered to highlight Youth Ministry and volunteered to reach to 
Randy McGraw to see if he was available to attend the meeting.  Cindy Moody and Mark Ruch-
niewicz offered to highlight the Engagement ministry for the October meeting. Bob Pirsein vol-
unteered to reach out to Father Nick to discuss his liturgical group at the December meeting.     

Update from Pastor      
Father Boland expressed his gratitude for the Hellerman family’s contribution of the newly 
planted garden on the southern side of the church.   

Father also shared his enthusiasm about the start of the school year as well as the kickoff of the 
parish’s Centennial Celebration.  OLPH’s school started the year with approximately 820 stu-
dents and six new faculty members. 
 
Father stated that the Religious Education program begins after Labor Day and provided an up-
date on the Religious Education Board’s efforts to support the program in Ms. DiCesare’s ab-
sence.  Father shared that Father Barrett has agreed to bridge the gap in the interim.  

Father proceeded to provide a high level overview of the parish’s finances including the slight 
decline in weekly collections.  Father shared that the parish and school have adopted enhanced 
internal controls to assist with cost containment and are generating ideas on how to increase rev-
enues. 



Finally, Father discussed the status of the Capital Campaign projects; focusing primarily on how 
the proposed new meeting space will be utilized and the renovation of McDonnell Hall, which 
will occur during the second phase of the Campaign.  

Goal Setting for 2019-20      
Ms. Grable invited everyone to share their ideas on how the PPC would support the Centennial 
Celebration; especially how the PPC would tackle the Celebration challenge.  John Nicolau rec-
ommended that each PPC member invite 10+ individuals to achieve over a 100 volunteers to 
support our ministries.  Ms. Grable recommended that as a group we decide what service activi-
ties we want to embrace and on what date.  Lisa Salemi recommended hosting a Day of Service, 
which would include substations for the 100+ volunteers to support the ministries.  Ms. Grable 
asked that everyone bring their service activity ideas to next month’s meeting.   

With regard to the PPC’s Renew My Church goal, Father Boland recommended that we wait un-
til after the first of the year to invite our Renew My Church grouping to OLPH for a meeting be-
cause two of the parishes have new pastors.  

Citizens Task Force for District 34    
Glenview School District Referendum 
John Nicolau presented information on the Glenview School District referendum that is being 
proposed.  The referendum would raise funds to refurbish and redesign existing school buildings 
to meet evolving curriculum and learning styles.  The referendum would be a 5% increase in 
property taxes over the next 20 years. Mr. Nicolau invited everyone to attend the listening ses-
sions to learn more about the referendum.   

Closing Blessing offered by Mike Wycklendt  
     


