Our Lac[y of ?eqoetua[ ‘J-(ezﬁl

CRe[igious Fducation Program

1775 Grove Street, Q[enw’ew, 1L. 60025
1-847-998-5289

Www.ofvﬁg[enview.org

March 11, 2010

Dear Parents cf First Communicants:

What an exciting time for your family! A wonderful retreat is being planned for the children
in the ‘Rgfigious Fducation Program who will celebrate First Fucharist on May 8, 2010.
T ﬁrougﬁ storyte[ﬁng, banner maEing and a number of interactive experiences, this retreat
invites parents and communicants to exjofore themes of Befonging, sﬁan’ng a meal, and serving
others-themes that are central to our um{ersmncﬁ’ng of the Eucharist. This retreat will take
place on the following dates/times depending on your child’s catechist in McDonnell Hall:
o T uesrfay, March 23, 2010 @ 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm
Pat Nold & Rose Regan
Jon & Michele Reeve
Katherine Nimrod & Kristina Trevino
jenmfer ‘J-(arty - ‘Famify TREE Program
o Wednesday, March 24, 2010 @ 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm
Cinc[y Rourke
Jim Mann
‘J—fof[y Jehle
Julie Sullivan
o T} ﬁursafay, March 25, 2010 @ 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm
Maria Grable & Melissa 'Bm(fy
Theresa Jedzniak
Tina Russell
Every eﬁfort should be made to attend the First Eucharist Retreat you have been assigne(f to.

?—fowever, yfyou are unaﬁfe to,}a[ease maEe armngements to attemf on anotﬁer evening.



Also enclosed in this enve[qpe, you will fincf a Certfﬁcate qf Service. As mentioned in the 2™
gmcfe Fucharist Parent’s Meeting, as part of the yrgpamtion to receive Eucharist, 1 ask that
your child choose sometﬁing specia[ to do to ﬁefp or serve someone. ‘The children may choose to
do sometﬁing Ey themselves or with the fami[y. When tﬁey have chosen sometﬁing and
comy[etecf the service, yﬁaase comy(ete the enclosed Certificate and put a picture qf the children
involved with the service on it as well. These certg(icates should be returned to your a551'gneJ
practice as tﬁey will be used in the First Communion Liturgies. In this service activity, ﬁe(p
your child to understand that when tﬁey ﬁeﬁo other yeqp(e, tﬁey are serving the Lord. Jesus
mugﬁt us this and tﬁrougﬁ service we all have the responsiﬁi[ity to ﬁeﬁo come to know Him.
Actions .gpealé louder than words. Point out to your child his or her [ow’ng actions will also ﬁeﬁo

others to know Jesus.

T ﬁrougﬁout the yrgparation for First Communion, your child is growing in his or her
unakrstanﬁng that the yan’sﬁ community is our famify within the Catholic Church. T¢ ogetﬁer,
we can ﬁeﬁa the children appreciate that just as all fami[ies need to spencf time togetﬁer and
celebrate important events togetﬁer, 50 too, their }oan’sﬁ famify comes togetﬁer to celebrate goaf’s
love and Eﬁassmgs. Your commitment to this weeﬁfy time of worsﬁfp is yerﬁays one of the

greatest g}'ﬁ's you can give to your child.

Children preparing for First Fucharist are also still at an age when Eeﬁeving is uncluttered
with multitudes of questions. Theirs is a simy[e, childlike faitﬁ. When we share with them that
the consecrated Bread and Wine of the Eucharist is reaf(y and trufy Jesus, tﬁey believe. What a
woncﬁnfuf gygr is the sim})[icity qf a child’s fm’tﬁ. Please know that you have done a woncﬁavfu[
j06 as the primary educator of your child. Your dedication has made this a time of wonder and
awe for your child. We fee( pn’vifegecf to be a part of this syecia[ time in the fyfe of your child
and of your famify’ Remember that the }Jan’sﬁ is here to ﬁegv and serve You. ilf you have any

cluestions or concerns at aﬂ:fee[ﬁ’ee to ca((on us.

Value the time as your child’s First Eucharist grows closer, as a time for your famify to grow

closer to Jesus.

B[essings,

Cherie DiCesare

Director of CRe[igious FEducation

NOTE: The ‘reference to “sﬁam’ng a meal” does not im})fy a “meal” will be served. The “meal” 1 am
referring to will be the sﬁam’ng of the “Eucharistic meal” at the table cf the Lord. While there will be
(igﬁt snacks for the children on these evenings, no dinner will be served.



